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BLIA, DC held its bi-weekly book study session for the 2015’s spring
season at 7 pm on April 24, at the Montgomery County Council
Building Meeting Room in Rockville, Maryland. This session was
once again led by the Venerable Chueh Shan from IBPS, North
Carolina, who continued to guide us through Chapter 29 of the <«The
Diamond Sutra» - the chapter on Perfect Tranquility.

Venerable Chueh Shan explained that the Buddha was born as a
human being upon this earth, and lived his life like any other until he
reached nirvana. Though he had lived quite an eventful life up until
that point, it was a normal existence of comings and goings. However,
we cannot say that because he looked and behaved like a human
being that he was just an ordinary person. He was a presentation of
cause and effect. To use an example, it would be like seeing the
flames on a fire. There have to be wood and heat together to create
the flames. Once the wood runs out the fire has to die, and the flames
disappear and return to the universe. Thus when the Buddha obtained
enlightenment he became united with the universe and was no longer
restricted to human limitations. Therefore, he is called ‘The
Tathagata’.

Venerable Chueh Shan encouraged us to try to understand the deep
meaning of Buddha’s “tranquility” by not confining ourselves to



worldly phenomena, and the shallow reality our limited senses
present to us. Through understanding this, we can strive to keep our

minds in perfect tranquility and free from any attachment to
appearances.



