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BLIA, DC held its bi-weekly book study session for the 2015’s spring
season at 7 pm on June 3rd, at the Rockville Memorial Library in
Rockville, Maryland. This session was once again led by the Venerable
Chueh Shan from IBPS, North Carolina, who continued to guide us
through Chapter 32 of the «The Diamond Sutra® - the chapter on
“Everything Due to Cause and Effect is Unreal.”
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As this is the final chapter of «The Diamond Sutra® , Venerable Chueh
Shan restated the meaning of this sutra as “not grasping of the four
forms, not attaching to the four wrong views, and producing a pure
heart without losing oneself within phenomena.” The only way to
achieve enlightenment is by taking the following steps. The first is

to vow to devote yourself to bodhi, by learning the teachings of the
Buddha and helping others. The second is to continuously strive not to
get caught up in the five senses, six fields, and eighteen realms of
phenomena. In this way we can achieve enlightenment, or exist in the
same state of mind as the Buddha. The method mentioned in this
chapter, “to study, accept, hold, recite, and meticulously explain

even a small portion of this sutra to others”, is one of the best
methods to help us to achieve this goal. This method is not only
beneficial to others; it brings more benefit to oneself.

Venerable Chueh Shan also pointed out the very important verse that

the Buddha used to conclude this sutra; that all conditioned

existences are phenomena - without any true entity. Venerable Chueh
Shan emphasized that Buddhism is all about how the Buddha used himself
as an example to show us how to live our lives. We first need to have
correct views and conceptions in order to lead our daily activities.

For the past several years, monks and nuns from the IBPS North
Carolina temple have travelled to Washington, DC every other week to



guide us to study «The Diamond Sutra®» . We in the D.C. area have
greatly appreciated this opportunity to learn Buddhism from those
knowledgeable and compassionate venerables. The next sutra that BLIA
DC will study is «The Lotus Sutra® . We are all eagerly anticipating
these book study sessions coming up in the near future.



